
Water treatment while hiking, camping, and traveling
When visiting places with unknown water quality, you may need to treat water to make sure it’s safe to drink. Boiling water is the most reliable way to kill germs. If you cannot 
boil your water, the next best option is to use a filter (especially if water is cloudy) and then use another treatment method. Follow instructions on the treatment product’s label, 
including the contact time for disinfectants. This guide can help you decide which treatment method or combination of methods to use to make your water safe to drink. 
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EFFECTIVE—will remove or kill this type of germ

SOMEWHAT EFFECTIVE—may remove some germs of this type, but water could still be unsafe

NOT EFFECTIVE—will not remove or kill this type of germLearn more: www.cdc.gov/healthywater/drinking/
travel/backcountry_water_treatment.html
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